THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

As against this inhuman conduct of the Communists, the
National Council of Defence gave irrefutable proof of the
greatest magnanimity, since the Communist leaders and
commanders who had been arrested by their orders were
treated not only as political prisoners, but with every kind
of consideration.

Colonel Ortega, whom I had relieved of his command of
the 3rd Army Corps, offered himself to me as a mediator
who might be able to make the Communists change their
attitude. I informed the National Council of Defence of
this proposal, and it was agreed that the said Colonel
should be authorised privately, and should make whatever
approaches he thought necessary. A few hours later he
came to say that the Communist Party would drop its
attitude if the Council would guarantee firstly the life of
the rebels, secondly the publication of the Communist
Press, and thirdly, one position in the National Council of
Defence. By decision of the Council, the following note
was given to Colonel Ortega to communicate to the
Communist Party:

The Council will consider the fighting to be at an end
on the following conditions:

1.  The giving up of all arms, and all forces to return to

the positions occupied on the day when the National
Council of Defence was formed.

2.  The handing over to  the  Council immediately of

everyone of the military and civil persons arrested by
the rebels.
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